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URGENT SAFETY CONCERN - Repeated Technical Failures of VT-RRI / RRF and Request for
Immediate Alternative Crew-Change Arrangement.

From VAIBHAV MAHADEV LAVEKAR <Lavekar_VaibhavM@ongc.co.in>
Date Tue 18-08-2026 22:11

To  AMIT BALWANTRAY DESAI <desai_amit@ongc.co.in>; MAHESAN BALAKRISHNA PILLAI
<Pillai_mb@ongc.co.in>

Cc K. MATHIVANAN <mathivanan_k1@ongc.co.in>; GIRINDRA DEKA <deka_girindra@ongc.co.in>; SANJAY
KHULLAR <khullar@ongc.co.in>; SATISH CHANDRA KOULI <kouli_satish@ongc.co.in>; YANDAPALLI
PARTHA SIVA PRASAD <prasad_yps@ongc.co.in>; T R SURAJ <Suraj_TR@ongc.co.in>; BHAWESH KUMAR
UPADHYAY <Upadhyay_Bhawesh@ongc.co.in>

Bcc PRANAB SARKAR <sarkar_pranab@ongc.co.in>; GAJENDRA SINGH <Singh3_Gajendra@ongc.co.in>;
MONDEEP KAKATI <KAKATI_MONDEEP@ongc.co.in>; SJIOT OIM <oim_sjot@ongc.co.in>; SURESH
HANUMANT NANAWARE <Nanaware_Suresh@ongc.co.in>; SANDEEP BHAGWAN REVANDKAR
<Revandkar_Sandeep@ongc.co.in>; KHWAJA HAJI SAHAB SHAIKH <shaikh_khwajahajisahab@ongc.co.in>;
DATTARAM RAMCHANDRA TAWADE <Tawade_Dattaram@ongc.co.in>; PRESHIT PRAFULLA SHEDGE
<Shedge_Preshit1@ongc.co.in>; NILESH ARUN KATYARMAL <Katyarmal_Nilesh@ongc.co.in>; KUNAL
CHANDRAKANT BHAGWAT <Bhagwat_Kunal@ongc.co.in>; GIRISH GAJANAN MHATRE
<Mhatre_Girish@ongc.co.in>; petroleum union <peumumbai@yahoo.co.in>

[l_]J 3 attachments (1 MB)
Chopper Letter 18-08-2026 signed copy.pdf; Incoming crew Letter 18.08.2026.pdf; PREVIOUS MAIL COMMUNICATIONS.pdf;

Respected Sir,
We wish to bring to your urgent attention the serious aviation safety concern
arising from today’s crew-change operation for Rig Sagar Jyoti from Surat Airport.

On 18.08.2026, helicopter VT-RRI developed a technical malfunction mid-air and was required to
return to Surat Airport.

Although the landing was completed safely and no injuries occurred, the incident has caused
significant concern and loss of confidence among the crew.

Considering the repeated technical issues and operational disruptions associated with helicopter
operations from Surat Airport,

we respectfully request that crew changes for Rig Sagar Jyoti be routed through Mumbai Juhu
Helibase instead.

Until a safe and reliable alternative arrangement is made, the crew is not willing to undertake crew-
change operations through Surat Airport.

Your urgent intervention is requested in the interest of personnel safety and aviation risk
management.

Note : Please find attached above
Onboard Crew letters

Incoming crew letters

Previous communication letters
Previous communication mails



The Union expects a prompt, decisive response to this issue which is severe, systemic crisis that
threatens the lives, safety, and mental well-being of our energy soldiers.

Yours faithfully,

Vaibhav M. Lavekar
General Secretary
P.E.U. ONGC (W.0.U.)
Mob. No. 9969226898



